
Literary Studies and Theory  
ENL 684  
5/3/16 
Sample Syllabus and Calendar Assignment 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall 2017      Class Time: 9:00 – 9:50AM 
Instructor: Emanuel Alves                                          Classroom:	Pratt	201	
Grade	11		 	 	 	 	 	 E-mail:	ealves2@umassd.edu	 	
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

American Literature: Course Description 
 
This course is designed to foster student’s critical thinking and introduce them to various 
lenses in which they can read texts. In this course students will read a variety of texts and 
supplemental works (novels, plays, poems, short stories) that reflect the diverse voices of 
American culture and will be introduced to various critical lenses, which will allow them 
to read texts from a variety of different perspectives while developing critical thinking 
skills. Through challenging assignments and classroom discussions, students will develop 
critical thinking that will allow them to question what it means to be American, how the 
form and content are influenced by the different time periods in American history, and 
how the universal theme of individual versus society is reflected in American literature. 
Students will be evaluated on class participation, unit tests, journal responses, and 
semester essay. 
 
This course is based on the MA Curriculum Framework Standards and the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS). 
	
Required Texts  
	
Main Texts  
 
American Literature, (Molly Harrington Dugan) 
 
The Crucible  (Arthur Miller) 
 
The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald) 
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain) 
 
Supplementary Texts/Material 
 
Yellow Wall Paper (Charlotte Perkins Gilman) 



Young Goodman Brown (Hawthorne)  
 
The Great Gatsby (Movie) 
 
The Crucible (Movie) 
 
 
 Classroom Activities, from Critical Encounters (Appleman, Deborah – Appendix) 
 
 

Course Goals & Objectives 
 
This course is designed to help students develop critical thinking skills while developing 
an understanding that texts can be read in multiple ways from different perspectives.  
 
Course Goals/Focus Standards 
 
Reading Comprehension  
 
2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about 
a subject  
 
Literary Response and Analysis  
 
3.1 Analyze characteristics of subgenres (e.g. satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that are 
used in poetry, prose, plays, novels, short stories, essays, and other basic genres. 
 
3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or 
comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim.  
 
3.6 Analyze the way in which authors throughout the centuries have used archetypes 
drawn from myth and tradition in literature, film, etc. 
 
Literary Criticism  
 
3.8 Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a selection of literary 
works.  
 
3.9 Analyze the philosophical arguments presented in literary works to determine 
whether authors’ positions have contributed to the quality of each work and the 
credibility of the characters. 
 
Introduce students to critical theory. 
 
Identify and discuss issues and themes in texts. 
 



Course Objectives 
 
This course will assist students in achieving the following academic literary skills: 
 
 

• Students will have a good overview of the prevalent themes in American 
Literature. 
 

• Students will improve their skills as critical thinkers. 
 

• Students will continue to develop their skills in writing, discussion, and language. 
 

• Grasp an understanding that there are multiple readings of texts with different 
perspectives. 

 
• Students will read, write, and discuss the various ways we can read texts and 

display an understanding of the various lenses in literary theory. 
 

•  Use critical theory (one or more perspectives) to write a literary analysis essay on 
one of the texts covered in class. 

 
 
Requirements/ Breakdown of Grades 
 
 

• Class participation /Attendance – 25% 
 

• Response Journal/homework -25% 
 

• Term Essay-25% 
 

• Unit Tests/ Mid Term- 25% 
 
 
Class Participation 
 
Class participation is very important in this course. Discussion is the primary way in 
which students come to understand a particular issue or work of fiction, drama, or poetry 
and the multiple lenses that they may use to discover new perspectives. Discussion will 
take shape in both large groups and small. Discussions sometimes can also be student led. 
Students are expected to come to class with an open mind and display respective for the 
opinions of others and feel confortable sharing their own thoughts and opinions. Students 
will read and discuss material assigned on tentative calendar and will also complete given 
assignments and activities. 
 
 



Response Journal/ Homework 
 
Students are expected to complete assigned work in class as well as participate in class 
discussion. Students will also have to read and complete other work outside of class using 
material that they learned through lecture and discussion. Along with classwork 
(activities and written assignments) and homework students will be required to keep a 
response journal. This journal will be used to give students a personal way to respond to 
literature and a place to write their thoughts about ideas and issues. In the journal students 
will be required to write a minimum of 250 words on specific readings that we cover in 
class. Students are expected to write important quotations in the journal along with 
personal opinions and experiences that relate to the texts covered. Journals will be 
collected and graded periodically and students will be asked to share their journal entries 
during class discussion. 
 
Unit Tests 
 
After the completion of a unit students will be assessed through quizzes or tests. 
 
 Essay 
 
Students will be required to write a literary research paper, due at he end of the semester, 
which will account for 25% of their total grade. Adhering to MLA format, students will 
write a 5-7 page double-spaced research paper (that is persuasive in focus) on a novel 
already studied in the units covered this semester. Students must critically analyze one of 
the texts covered this semester using one or several critical lenses of their choice. Each 
paper must be original in selection, evaluation, analysis, expression, and conclusion and 
must look at the novel from different perspectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Fall Schedule 2017 (Subject to change) 
 
 
Week 1    Introduction 
 
Introduction to critical theory: Read and discuss various children stories from different 
perspectives, such as Little Miss Muffet by Russel Baker. Complete Appleman activity 3, 
Literary Perspective Toolkit, Appleman. Appleman, Literary Theories: A Sampling of 
Critical Lenses Activity 5.  Discuss and create literary theory cards. 
 
Week 2-3                             Forging America’s Literary Tradition: 1620-1849 
 
William Bradford “The History of Plymouth Plantation”12-15, Anne Dudley Bradstreet 
poem “To My Dear and Loving Husband”16-18, Edgar Allan Poe “The Black Cat” 40-55 
, Edgar Allan Poe “Annabel Lee”56-59, Thomas Paine “The American Crisis. Number 1” 
23-26, Washington Irvin “Wouter Van Twiller” 27-33 , Miller  “The Crucible”, 
Hawthorn “Young Goodman Brown”, movie “The Crucible” 
* Students will analyze readings through different lenses (This unit will focus on the 
historical lens as well as others) 
 
Week 4         The Inspiration of New England: 1837-1860 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson Essay from “Self-Reliance” 68-71, Nathaniel Hawthorne “Dr. 
Heidegger’s Experiment” 79-95, Herman Melville “The Fiddler” 96-105, Emily 
Dickinson “Because I could not stop for Death” 109-113, Herman Melville “Shiloh” 106-
108  
 
Week 5            Local Color in America: 1849-1889 
 
Poem “ Thirty-Five”, Sarah Josepha Hale 122-124, Anonymous “Spirituals”, 126, James 
W.C. Pennington, from the “Fugitive Blacksmith” 129-142, Poems by Walt Whitman 
143-148, Fredrick Douglass Speech from “What the Black Man Wants” 152-158, Twain, 
From “Life on the Mississippi” 159-167  
 
Week 6-7      Realism and Naturalism: 1890-1908 
 
Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat” 186-219, Jack London, “To Build a Fire” 220-243 
Twain, “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”   
* This unit will incorporate a Race theory lens 
 
*Midterm Exam  
 
 



Week 8-9          American Literature Comes of Age: 1905-1940 
 
Wolfe, “The Far and the Near” 252-259, Langston Hughes, “Themes for English B” 260-
263, Cather, “The Sculptor’s Funeral” 264-274, Fitzgerald, “The Freshest Boy” 275-297, 
Poems by Sandburg “Cool Tombs”, “Jazz Fantasia” 323-327  
Fitzgerald “The Great Gatsby”, Gilman “Yellow Wall Paper. Appleman, Activity 17 189-
192, Appleman, Activity 18 193-197, Film “The Great Gatsby” 
* This unit will focus on Gender/ Feminist Theory 
 
Week 10   Modern Times: 1940-1970 
 
Hansberry, “To Be Young, Gifted and Black” 336-343, Hemingway, “The Killers” 344-
354, Steinbeck, “Flight” 355-367, Thurber, “The Catbird Seat” 371-385, Martin Luther 
King Jr., Essay from “Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery S 
 
Week 11    Contemporary American Literature: 1971- Present 
 
Rodriguez, “A City of Worlds” 416-423, Poem by Robert Bly, “The Star Fish” 427-430, 
Tan, “The Hundred Secret Senses” 439-444, Erdrich, “The Antelope Wife” 448-451, 
Poem by Julia Alvarez, “Papi Working” 445-447, Maya Angelou “Passports to 
Understanding” 435-438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Syllabus and Calendar Rationale 
 

Literary theory plays a crucial role in the classroom. As a teacher I believe we 

must use literary theory as a tool to help students discover the ideology found in 

literature. Deborah Appleman puts it plain and simple, “Our job is not simply to help 

students read and write; our job is to help them use the skills of writing and reading to 

understand the world around them.” With that in mind, I wanted to create a course 

syllabus and calendar that contains challenging  assignments, introduces students to 

literary theory, and allows students to continue to develop as critical thinkers, readers, 

and writers. This syllabus and calendar is designed for an 11th grade American Literature 

class containing students with average to above average abilities. When developing the 

syllabus and calendar, I wanted to meet Massachusetts State Curriculum Framework 

standards and Common Core state standards, while creatively introducing literary theory. 

I chose texts, supplemental texts, and material that I believed emphasize the importance 

of critical thinking and allow for opportunity to connect to literary theory. I wanted to 

engage students with a variety of interesting material from different genres that would not 

only stimulate their interests but also foster independent thinking and allow for discussion 

of identity politics in the classroom. 

The syllabus states the overall course description, texts that will be used, goals 

and objectives, and break down of grades and assignments. When developing these 

elements, I took into consideration literary theory, reading approaches, and activities that 

I learned over this semester. In the course description, I wanted to emphasize the 

importance of critical thinking and the introduction of various lenses to read texts. I think 

this is important for kids to grasp that they are going to be introduced to material that 



maybe different then what they are accustomed to. The course texts are an important 

aspect to what I want to accomplish with this course. Literary Studies and Theory this 

semester introduced material and texts that made it easier to grasp the concepts of literary 

theory. Jane Eyre, for example, allowed for an understanding of different perspectives 

depending on which lens we used to analyze it. I chose three texts, supplementary texts, 

and material that I felt fit within the units to be taught, allows students to easily make 

connections to various lenses, and allows students to critically think about issues such as 

race, gender, and class. My goals and objectives for the course are rooted in the standards 

for 11th grade American Literatures as well as the acquiring of critical theory skills. The 

syllabus displays a break down of grades and description of assignments, which was also 

influenced by literary theory. A key component is class discussion, which I feel can be 

used to give students an opportunity to discuss material covered with each other and 

myself. In Literary Studies and Theory, class discussion of complicated texts allowed me 

to understand other student’s perspectives on the reading and also allowed me to get a 

better understanding of material. The response journals I believe will give students an 

outlet for personal thoughts and ideas of complicated subjects such as identity politics. 

Students can use them to express personal opinions and ideas, which will eventually lead 

to sharing. I believe that the combination of these aspects of the course syllabus 

combined with the calendar will provide students with an environment that will foster 

critical thinking. 

The  design and structure of the course calendar was influenced by literary theory 

and is designed as an outline of units and material to be covered throughout the semester. 

The units contain a variety of literary genres and texts that will allow students to think 



critically and broaden their understandings. Along with the material in the calendar, 

students will also be required to complete assigned homework, guided journal entries, 

unit tests, and a term paper. The term paper will require students to analyze one of the 

covered texts through one or several critical lenses. The units consist of numerous 

reading assignments from American Language that cover the various literary periods and 

genres. The rationale behind the organization of the calendar is to introduce students to 

the various critical lenses the first week of the term and inform them that we will be 

incorporating these lenses as tools to analyze texts from different perspectives. Students 

will also create their own literary theory cards that they can refer back to while reading 

texts. The first week will introduce students to several activities, from Appleman’s 

Critical Encounters, and will allow students a subtle introduction to literary theory. 

Along with activities that introduce specific lenses, the units that introduce the primary 

texts will extend for two weeks in order to give ample time for discussion of different 

perspectives. This will deepen students understanding of the primary texts that they will 

cover. Analyzing The Crucible from a historical perspective or The Great Gatsby from a 

social class lens for example, will allow students to look at the text in a way they might 

have never thought of. Students may find connections, relate to material, and will develop 

critical thinking in the process. This can spark conversations of identity politics, which 

will broaden student’s understanding of race, class, and gender. The supplementary 

material will also help with this goal when paired with the primary texts. Combining The 

Great Gatsby with Yellow Wall Paper for example will allow students to compare the 

women in both novels from both a social class lens and gender lens. Supplementary 

materials such as movies will also allow students to visualize the different perspectives as 



well as compare and discuss the differences between the literature version of a text and 

that of a  movie. Once students are confortable using the lenses they will continue to use 

them throughout the semester with texts from various genres. 

Literary Studies and Theory allowed me to understand the importance of literary 

theory in the classroom, which I incorporated in my syllabus and calendar. It allows for 

the development of tools that will allow for multiple readings of texts from different 

perspectives. It also allows for a platform to discuss controversial subjects such as 

identity politics. When we use literary theory in the classroom we help develop students 

who are critical thinkers, well rounded individuals, and who look at the world for 

themselves and make their own decisions, whether it be which lens to read a book from 

or what they truly believe in. 

 
 

 
 


